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Ebeye fuel 

deals in flux

By GIFF JOHNSON

The looming fuel crisis on Ebeye continued this week, with numerous ideas, plans and proposals floating around  — but nothing appearing to resolve the critical problem of how to maintain a steady supply of gas and kerosene now that Mobil has closed its service to Ebeye.

Mobil Oil Micronesia president Kamal Singh was expected to fly into Majuro Wednesday night this week, but Mobil officials were mum about his plans and whether Mobil will in maintain their operations at Ebeye and Jaluit in response to requests from both the government and Kwajalein leaders.

"Mobil Oil Micronesia, Inc. continues to explore options with regards to the Ebeye and Jaluit operations and, therefore, it is not appropriate for us to comment further on the matter at this time,” was what Cecile B. Suda, Mobil’s public relations manager, told the Journal Wednesday.

In response to Mobil halting fuel deliveries to Ebeye, MEC shipped about one week’s worth of diesel to Ebeye’s KAJUR power plant late last week, and is expecting to send another shipment next week.

Meanwhile, PII chief executive Jerry Kramer said he is working with the Ebeye-based ALRO Associates, Inc. to get to tanks — one for gas, one for kerosene — over to Ebeye in the next few days so that the Ebeye landowner-owned company can operate fuel sales independently of the former Mobil tank facility.

Health Minister Alvin Jacklick confirmed to the Journal that ALRO “is working with a local company to transport at least 20,000 gallons of gas and 1,000 gallons of kerosene as an emergency response to the anticipated depletion of these products within the next few days.”

Kramer said that PII’s tanker can deliver a six-week supply of diesel to Ebeye, as well as carry gas and kerosene. But it is presently fueling Luen Thai (Marshall Islands Fishing Venture) vessels, and so would need to make use of one presently unused MEC tank for fueling fishing boats if it were to be hired to deliver fuel to Ebeye’s power plant for MEC. MEC officials told the Journal that it is not acceptable for PII to use one of MEC’s tanks. For the time being, MEC is using the government’s YFU82 to deliver diesel to Ebeye’s power plant.

Meanwhile, fuel issues and MEC topics dominated the talk at Nitijela the first three days of this week, with much comment and concern expressed but no immediate sign of resolution to the Ebeye and Jaluit problems at hand.

