French play big part in project

The Mejit Island solar project was accomplished at a cost of about $360,000 — about half of which came from the French government and the balance from the RMI national government.


The plan was approved in 2002, but actually got underway a few months ago.


The outer islands solar installation work is being done by Marshalls Energy Company staff through an agreement with the Ministry of Resources and Development, which is overseeing the solar and alternative energy program. MEC’s Billy Schutz supervised the Mejit work, with a group of local men hired to work on the project. 


R&D Minister John Silk told Mejit residents last Friday that the aim of the RMI government’s solar program is to improve the quality of life for people on the outer islands by creating an environment that helps people increase their income-generating opportunities and increasing services delivered to people through the use of electricity.


He particularly cited educational improvements that could be attained now that students can read and do homework at night time.


Silk said that these alternative energy projects were the RMI’s way of contributing on a global scale to reducing harmful pollution that is causing the Earth to warm. He said that in Majuro, a number of vehicles and construction equipment is now using coconut oil instead of diesel.


The plan is to follow Mejit with solar installations on the islands of Wodmej (Wotje Atoll) and Wotho Atoll in 2006, Silk said.
